
1) 
Student Participation in the Spanish University System (SUE) 
 
2) 
Spain has a competence system, which means that there are many different bodies, 
and each one has another function. 
 
There are 50 public and 27 private universities, which enjoy their self-government 
(set academic calendars, exam dates, progress rules...).  
 
They are distributed in 17 Autonomous Communities, where enrollment prices are 
set, financed and created.  
 
The highest body of the Spanish University System is the Ministry of Universities, 
currently headed by the sociologist Manuel Castells, from where the legislation on 
universities is established (regulation and structure of teaching, a system of 
scholarships and aid...). 
 
3) 
The student body is the basis of the University System, which we are led to believe.  
 
4) 
The primary role is to go to class, although student representation is self-organizing 
to play an increasingly active role in the university. 
 
5) 
Student representation is divided into three levels: University, Autonomous 
Community and State. 
  
At the university level, the basis of everything is the class representatives. Then, at 
higher levels, there are the representatives of the centre and the representatives at 
the university level, the people who represent the student body of the entire university. 
  
In addition, some Autonomous Communities have their representative bodies, 
especially where there is more than one public university. 
 
6) 
And at the state level, there is at a general level, there is CREUP, an association of 
students independent of the ministry, and on the other hand, the CEUNE, which is the 
body for dialogue with the student representation of the state government itself. 
  
 
7) 



All of this has been the product of the work of thousands of students, especially since 
2001 when the creation of Student Councils was speeded up with the Organic 
Law on Universities (then not all universities had this type of body).  
 
In 2010, the University Student Statute was approved, where the CEUNE was 
created, and several fundamental rights were recognized.  
 
Despite this, in 2013, Minister Wert's taxation destroyed several of these 
achievements since thousands of students were expelled from university when the 
cost of university increased because they could not pay for it. Attempts are still being 
made to recover the system from the said economic crisis. 
 
8) 
There is still a lot to do, but at CREUP, we will continue working for a public, 
accessible and quality university, where the student body is the centre. 
  
In short, the university we deserve. 
 
 
 
 


